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HOME GROUPS.



Small Group Discussion
Leader’s Guide


Demystifying Unity
Ephesians 4:7-16
Outline/Summary
1) Unity is attained when corporate maturity is achieved.  I think this text moves the concept of unity from the abstract to the concrete by giving it a standard of “until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood” (verse 13);

2) Corporate maturity is achieved when every member is involved in ministry.  Verse 13 (above) is the effect of verses 11 and 12 which is full body involvement in the “work of ministry” as equippers equip and ministers minister.

3)  Ministry is from Jesus, by Jesus and for Jesus. Verses 7-10 reveal that ministry is Jesus’ gift of grace to the Church so that through His love the Church grows up into Him as the Head of the Body (verse 15).

Study Helps & Application
Unity of faith and knowledge   We often speak of desiring unity in the Church, but what is it?  Is it simply an absence of conflict?  Is it attained by deciding that no doctrine is worth dividing over?  Clearly not since we are also commanded to contend earnestly for the faith (Jude 3) and rebuke those who contradict sound doctrine (Titus 1:9).  Here we see that unity is a characteristic of corporate maturity.

Discussion 1: Note how the mature man is contrasted with “children” (v14). 

· How have *specific winds and waves of doctrine affected you over the years?

*some suggestions: end times pop novels, health/wealth gospel, Toronto blessing, Emergent … your group may have their own unique experiences here.

· How have foundations in sound doctrine affected this as you’ve matured?  (Or how might they have if you’d only known?!)

Corporate Maturity   We tend to be individualistic in our culture and find it difficult to think corporately; this needs to change as we are one body.  In the text and teaching we see the means, the practice, and a fruit of corporate maturity.  

· means--equipped for works of service by pastors/teachers

· practice--corporately doing the work of the ministry

· fruit--unity of faith and knowledge

Notice how Peter lists unity of mind along with other fruits of holy living

ESV 1 Peter 3:8 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.

The Work of Ministry   What the preacher does from the pulpit is only one tiny slice of “ministry” (actually it should be thought of as “equipping” in this context).  Ministry is that which is “for building up the body of Christ” and is the work of the saints (corporately--all believers).    

Discussion 2: One body, many functions/giftings/callings. Read Romans 12:4-8.  Note how calling is tied to gifting.
· As you assess your ministry calling are you primarily considering your gifting or your personal comfort?

· As you are discerning your gifts, are you relying on your own perception of your gifts or on the perceptions of your brothers and sisters?  Never underestimate our pride and capacity for self deception.  Of course, people can’t tell if you are gifted in areas until you have stepped out and tried it.
· Do you recognize someone in your group as particularly gifted?  Tell them!  If they are already serving in that capacity, ask how/when they discovered they had this gift.
· Do you find that you have a strong desire to serve in a particular area?  Examine yourself. It could be evidence of a transformed heart and a sign of your calling, or it could be a subtle form of pride.  Try to serve and see if your brothers believe you to be gifted.
Ministry is from Jesus, by Jesus and for Jesus   When we speak of the building up of the body of Christ, it is easy to let the terminology “body of Christ” lose its awe as it is applied to the Church.  As his body we are his hands doing acts of mercy; we are his feet carrying his message to our homes, communities, and to the uttermost parts of the world; and we are his mouth speaking the message of repentance and belief.      

Discussion 3: It’s about Jesus, not you.

· Have you witnessed ministry implosions or burn outs?  Discuss some that your group has witnessed and how pride was involved.
· Do you have accountability in your specific ministries to protect against implosions and burn outs?  We often think of accountability with respect to our sexuality, etc, but what about someone to tell you if you are focusing the glory in the wrong place?
Memory Verses
ESV Romans 12:4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

Resources for Further Study
Ephesians
· Studies in Ephesians by Dr. Sam Storms   (www.enjoyinggodministries.com/studies/ephesians/)
Discerning your calling/gifting

· Decision Making and the Will of God--DSC short course

Next Week’s Text:
2 Corinthians 1:1-11

